
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are 12 Family Hubs across Doncaster we also deliver activities in other places too.  Look on the 
link below to find out what's on offer in a family hubs near you. 

Central: Central; Balby; Wheatley; Cantley; Bessacarr; Intake and Belle Vue 
North; Bentley; Adwick; Askern; Carcroft; Highfields; Scawsby; Sprotbrough 

East; Armthorpe; Stainforth; Moorends; Dunscroft;  Hatfield; Barnby Dun; Edenthorpe;  Kirk Sandall and Thorne 
South: Conisbrough; Denaby; Rossington; Mexborough; Edlington; Finningley; Torne Valley 

http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/families-information-service-fis 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December 2017 

Hello to you all! 
 

It gives me great pleasure to be writing for our end of term Newsletter – it has 
been a very full and eventful term, and on reflection I can hardly believe we 
have done so much here at NRCS!  Thanks to all the teams for continually   
striving to improve on practice to ensure our children are safe, happy and          
engaged in learning.  We have exciting changes coming for our Post-16        
students – more information in the New Year. 
 

As for Christmas, I want to say WELL DONE to all our children and young       
people and their teaching teams across school for working so hard to present 
their Christmas songs to families at our Christmas Concert - I would like to 
thank all the staff – everyone – for working so hard for all our children and 
young people.  
 

Our school visit to St Laurence’s Church for the annual Christmas service was 
delightful, with all children singing enthusiastically, Mrs Plant telling a lovely 
story (with the help from 4 volunteers) and Reverend Ann supporting the    
service with prayers and a very active performance of the Christmas story 
(thanks to ‘Mary and Joseph’).  It was really lovely to see so many members of 
the children’s families there to support and join in.  Over this term I have been 
fortunate to meet several parents and 
carers and I am thankful and                                      
impressed by the support and commit-
ment to working with us here at NRCS to 
consistently improve opportunities for 
their children.  Our new SEN Manager, 
Julie Craven, who will be working in this 
role until the end of March, is                                        
introducing some exciting changes to   
engage parents and  carers in our                        
annual review meetings and we are all 
looking forward to this new chapter. 
 

Continued over the page…….. 
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We have had a few changes around the classroom 
in the past term, but we now have a fantastic new 

reading area that has lovely 
books and cuddly toys. The 
home corner has been moved 
around from the                                 
conservatory into the class 
room, we have been kindly   
donated some money from 
Porsha King's family which 
was used for the items in the 

home corner, and very comfortable rugs for the 
classroom. There is now  new  furniture within the 
construction area that makes the items more                   
accessible at all times as part of the continuous 
provision. 

Evie Tavilaki is now 
the permanent                    
teacher within the 
classroom. Leanne has 
also joined the class as 
a member of support 
staff.  Unfortunately  
Sammy will be leaving 
us on the 22nd         
December to join a 
new school in            
January.  

Sun class has been very busy learning about 
different Festivals and 
Celebrations. We have 
made poppies, bonfire 
pictures, shaving foam      
birthday cakes, winter        
pictures and we have 
been learning about 
what clothes we need 
during winter.  

Sun class introduced 
'stay and play' to parents, carers and families. 
Where all  parents, carers and families were 
invited to come and join us for an activity. 
We made shaving foam  birthday cakes and 
got very messy! We also had parents, cares 
and families in for a Christmas 'welcome 
morning' we made biscuit s  snowman and 
discussed with parents that we will sending 

home their child's 
learning journal, play 
plan and our class 
newsletter on Friday. 

We would like to wish 
you all a merry   
Christmas and a      
Happy New Year! 

On behalf of all the children and staff I want to thank our Governors for organising such an amazing 
Christmas Dinner event and all the  children are looking forward to their  Christmas party today (Post-
16 had their Christmas disco last week and the dancing was inspirational!). 
 

At the start of the new term we will be launching our new Vision and Values and I will share all that 
information with you on our next newsletter.  We will also welcome some new staff to the NRCS team: 
 

 Evie Tavilaki – Primary Teacher 
 Sharon Hartley – Learning Support Assistant 
 Jane Williamson – Learning Support Assistant 
 Angela Taylor – Learning Support Assistant 
 Kimberley Brown – Learning Support Assistant 
 Leanne Scott – General Assistant 
 Pauline Haywood – General Assistant 
 

We will also be saying goodbye to some members of staff who are venturing onto pastures new: 
 Karl Reiff – Secondary Teacher 
 Sammy Whinfrey – Learning Support Assistant 
 James Wesson – General Assistant 
 

I would like to wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and here’s to looking forward to 
a happy, healthy and successful New Year 2018! 
 

Mrs Amanda Armstrong, Interim Acting Headteacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance for Autumn           
Term 2017 

90.7% 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and say hello as the SEN    
Manager within school.  Prior to this I have been leading the Post 16 department so am not new to 
the school or the pupils. 
 

I have met some parents/carers recently and I am looking forward to 
meeting you all and working collectively with you to develop a young   
person friendly and parent/carer friendly approach to annual reviews.  

Hopefully you have received the letter I sent regarding having a              
contribution towards outcomes.  If you haven’t done so please return                 
the slip with your preferred method of communication highlighted.                       
We will be in touch after the Xmas break regarding this.  
 

Once again have a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous and Happy                       
New Year. 

Mrs Julie Craven 

 

 

Jupiter have been very busy this term! 

We have been learning all about animals and their habitats in Science 
and we have had a wonderful visit to Whirlow Hall Farm, and to Pets 
at Home in Doncaster. 
 

Our topic work was all about the seaside and we made a mini-beach 
in the classroom. It was great fun! 
 

This half term the weather turned colder so Jupiter class made an 
‘Arctic’ corner, complete with fake snow and Polar Bears. 

Our swimming lessons have now started and we are making  fantastic 
progress and have all become  very confident in the water.  We have 
also enjoyed learning dance routines every Friday with Miss Paige, and 
taking part in our newly designed ’Sensory Circuit’ every morning. 
 

We really like our new reading area in class and are looking forward to sharing lots of new stories in 
the New Year! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All pupils and staff have been working hard to develop their signing skills this term.   

 Secondary classes have learnt some signs related to space;  

 Neptune Class take turns to use sign supported speech to share their news;  

 Jupiter Class have been teaching their signing skills to staff at Pets at 
Home and Whirlow Hall Farm during school trips;  

Other primary classes have been learning key signs to make requests, e.g. 
drink and toilet. Next time you're in school - have a look at our display and 
see if you can sign too!  Keep signing! 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

The SALT Team 

This term has ended well; the students were all involved in a special Christmas Dinner in Post-16 that 
they all helped to prepare and cook for their peers, and the whole event was a massive success. Other 

festive events included a cinema trip to see Daddy's Home 2, a game of 
bowling at Adwick Leisure Centre, a visit to Adwick Church for a festive carol 
service, and a special 'North Ridge's Got X-Factor Talent Show’ where the 
students could choose to perform a karaoke song in front of their peers and 
staff. 
 

 Our other news... The Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
group has got off to a flying start, and it's                  

success over the years has led to The Ridge's students being able to join up 
with us. This means that our ex-students who achieved Bronze or                  
Silver whilst with us now have the opportunity to proceed on to the        
highest award!  
 

The school cafes had a good start to the year. Moments Café will not be 
continuing in the new year due to a timetable change. However, the                      
ever-successful Coffee Bean Café at Adwick Church Hall will be able to pick up the punters, and they 
hope to see everyone there.  

North Ridge United had a couple of football games with other schools. They lost 1-2 against Pennine 
View, but had an outstanding win against Oakfield Park, winning 5-3!  

Finally, the ‘James Cuddy's Parents and Pupils' Fitness Class’ held on a            
Tuesday evening after school have become increasingly popular, and he 
hopes to see you ALL there on the 16th January 2018 for ‘Cuddy's Post-
Christmas Calorie Blaster’. It's not too late to get a new pair of trainers 
down on your wish-list for Santa! 

But what will 2018 bring? Basically, we're in the process of developing a 
more structured and streamlined Post-16. There will be a few changes, 
and new timetables will be issued ASAP. 

Enjoy your Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year! 

 
 

 

 

Class Venus have been looking at "Heating & Cooling" in Science, "Winter & Festivals" in English and 
the usual topics of Number, Using and Applying Data and 
Shape, Space & Measure in Maths.  
 

In the last few weeks, we have been preparing for the        
Christmas celebrations. We sang Merry Christmas Everyone at 
the Christmas concert, made our Christmas hats for the      
Christmas dinner and took part in the Christmas Service at St 
Lawrence's church.  

The staff and students would like to wish you all a  Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 


