
 
 

 

 

This term the gold cohort of DofE students have exceeded all expectations. They 
have completed two, four day camping/walking expeditions at  Skipton and Ripon 
walking on average 10 miles per day. They have one more challenge to complete 
and are on target to achieving their full gold award  by the end of September 
2018. Not only will achieving gold status be a first for NRCS but a first also 
amongst the other four special schools in Doncaster.   

Well done team North Ridge we are all so very proud of you 
 

 

 

 

EXPECT Youth brings together skilled professionals and quality facilities to        
employability, sport, outdoor education, health and wellbeing provision,            
alternative education, disability services, arts, accreditation, citizenship,             
participation and programmes in serious youth violence.  Their summer           
programme is now available— please visit their website below. 

www.expectyouth.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

The Families Information Service is a directory of all the services in Doncaster that 
can be used when you work with families. It is also available for parents or young 
people to use themselves, when facing almost any family problem, large or small. 
From day care and early learning to schools and alternative education; from    
midwifery and health visiting to mental health, and from advice on parenting to 
family support and adult learning to employment opportunities. 

 

Please visit the website below for lots of useful information  
 

http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/families-information-service-fis 

   

 
 

 

Attendance for School Year 2017/2018 

89.9% 

        

 

 

 
 
 
 

July 2018 

Hello everyone 

Well this is another year over at NRCS and what an eventful year this has been!  Firstly, 
I would like to thank everyone for supporting me through my year as Interim 
Headteacher – I have felt proud and privileged to work with children, parents and the 
staff of this fabulous school.  This is our final newsletter for the end of this academic 
year and we are all so excited about celebrating our achievements and looking forward 
to new opportunities and an even better year from September! 

I hope that by now you have had chance to read your child’s end of year report – I      
enjoyed reading every single one and am very pleased with the progress that each 
child has made over this year.  The teaching teams at school have successfully         
prepared exciting learning opportunities over this year and we have seen children     
getting so much pleasure from learning.  One of our new curriculum offers this year 
has been the introduction of Forest School provision.  If you look on our website you 
will see the interesting activities that our children have been involved with.  This will      
continue next year and many more children will have opportunities to join in all the fun 
of the outdoor experience. 

This year, North Ridge Community School students were the first students from a     
Doncaster Special School to do the Duke of Edinburgh Gold award and we are so 
proud of them!  Following the success of this curriculum area, we will be extending      
opportunities for more of our young people from Secondary Phase to join with the      
D of E activities at the Bronze level from September.  Keep an eye on the D of E 
webpage to see the progress and achievement of our students as they meet their new 
exciting and fun challenges. 

We have started our transition of pupils and students in to school (our new children) 
and across classes for those who are changing teachers or classrooms.  This will         
continue right to the end of this term so that all pupils will be able to look forward to 
their new class in September and come in to a class that is familiar to them. 

Our Post-16 students have had their Prom and what a super time they had! And they 
all looked lovely!  Our final celebration will be on Monday 23rd July, when you will be 
invited to join us in having a ‘Fun Day’ – we have a zoo, dancing, food and a raffle for 
your entertainment! So, we look forward to having a lovely sunny day! 

This term we said ‘goodbye’ to our Charlotte Moat – Primary Phase are already missing 
her enthusiastic energy! And as we close for summer I am sure you will join me in   
wishing Dawn Wright from our Secondary Phase team, ‘good luck’ as she leaves us for 
the start of her maternity leave. 

Our final piece of good news is that from September, we will welcome two experienced 
Headteachers as Executive Headteachers of North Ridge Community School.  Lisa Suter 
is Headteacher at Heatherwood School and Karl O’Reilly is Headteacher at Coppice 
School and they are already working with NRCS to ensure a smooth transition of        
leadership from September 2018.  Lisa and Karl have met with children and Staff and I 
am sure you will all get to know them quickly in the new year.  I will remain at NRCS in 
a support capacity to facilitate the continuity for children and staff across the autumn 
term.  We are all very excited and looking forward to the new NRCS!  All new staffing           
arrangement will be shared with parents in greater detail in September, but for now I 
would like to wish you all a very restful and sunny summer break and a big thank you 
to everyone! 

http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/families-information-service-fis


 
 

 

 

 

 

This term Pluto have been looking at different animals and their habitats. We have had fun 
trying to find mini beasts in the school grounds. This half term our topic has been Healthy  
Living and we have looked at what we need to eat and do to stay healthy. Pluto children have 
worked very hard and we have been impressed with all that they have achieved. 

Sun class have had a wonderful year! All the pupils have worked very hard and have made 
great progress. It has been fantastic to witness all the amazing achievements the pupils have 
made. We have been very busy engaging in lots of different activities, a few of our favourites 
activities are baking, street dance, music and samba, painting and mark making, messy and 

sensory activities especially making play dough, gloop and clean mud!  

I would like to thank all the parents and carers for their endless support throughout the year 
and joining us for our ‘Welcome Morning’s’ and Stay and Play sessions.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 13 A have had a very successful and happy year running the Coffee Bean 
Cafe each week. We have shopped each Wednesday for the cafe ingredients 
so have experienced purchasing different products and communicated with       
members of the public. We have undertaken a variety of AQA units which have  
involved developing our maths and english skills along with finding out about 
the world around us as we approach adulthood.  We have enjoyed a            
residential trip to Kingswood and took part in the wonderful outdoor activities 
that were on offer including canoeing, archery and problem solving.  We have 
enjoyed  developing our practical skills in cookery, DT and sport. The year has 
flown and we have so many happy memories to take with us on our journey 
ahead. 

This half term class 13B have been continuing to run the fast snacks shop on 
a Friday morning where all the students  take and make orders for their peers 
and staff. 

The class go out shopping and buy the food for fast snacks. 

In literacy and numeracy the group have been working on AQA Unit awards 
which consist of class and community based activities.  They have also visited 
the Coffee Bean Café out been out and about in the community. 

In Literacy during the Summer term Class 14 have been working on plurals, homophones, 
tenses, suffixes and prefixes. We have practised money skills, social communication and 
sight vocabulary out in the local community. In Numeracy we have  developed common 
vocabulary for comparisons, division, multiplication, capacity, ordering, 2D and 3D shapes 
and position and movement. This has involved students recognising 2D shapes in their   
local environment, in their class and around school. They have joined in practical activities 
to aid understanding of the concepts around these areas of numeracy. In Art our students 
have been sculpting a large Emperor Penguin as a group project and that is looking really 
good. In D&T the students have designed and produced pneumatics projects which are 
brilliant and they have really enjoyed bringing to life. This has included making a dog, with 
the pneumatics opening its mouth, a lorry with the pneumatics lifting the trailer and a 
treasure chest with the pneumatics opening the lid to reveal a ring on a plinth. These    
students have also developed their skills in a cams and axles project and self- propelled 
cars. In expressive arts the students have been making puppets, developing their sewing 
skills.  
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12A really took to the World Cup, and we've used this to our advantage in 
English and Maths. The students have researched every country in the  
competition to find out key facts, including national flowers, symbols and 
animals, as well as the motto's and flags of each one. Students have kept up 
to date with the news of the World Cup, and each student adopted two 
countries to follow throughout the competition. Peter-Ryan was the lucky 
winner, having chosen France. Lewis very kindly donated an assortment of 
national flags and football kits that we used to decorate the classroom, and 
we're not far off from now looking like a sports bar in Malaga. 

 

The students have also been cooking their own pizzas from scratch every 
Tuesday, and have become very skilled in the process. We're hoping to set 
up some kind of pizza enterprise after September as I think we've surpassed 
the quality of Pizza Hut and we're close on the heels of Pizza Express. 

This half term, 12b have explored other countries and cultures as part of 
their literacy work. This has included some independent research on the 
part of our students. In our literacy, we have continued to work on our  
sentences including spelling and punctuation. 

  

In numeracy we have focused on positional language such as left, right, 
forwards and backwards where we have moved blindfolded students 
around school. we have also explored measurements and have used these 
in a number of practical ways including baking. 

  

The students have continued to make fantastic progress on our community 
visits and have shown vast improvement when communicating in public 
spaces and when using their money skills in a practical setting. Their own 
road safety skills have come on amazingly and each of us is proud of their 
achievements throughout this term and this year.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neptune Class have had a busy end to this year. We have 
been working hard on our topic of ‘Healthy Living’ and have      
enjoyed learning different exercises and cooking a range of 
recipes.  

We all enjoyed the session with Huddersfield Town Football 
Club. We participated in a range of activities and games. It 
was lots of fun.  

Finally thanks to everyone for joining us at the Neptune Class 
party and celebrating a successful year with help from our 
families and friends.  

 

 

This term our topic was Healthy Living and our children learned 
a few things about fruit and vegetables, they made their own 
healthy eating plates and they created fantastic healthy snacks 
for our display. We enjoyed glorious weather during this term 
and children had the chance to work both inside and outside on 
interesting and fun activities. In English we did some super   
writing and spelling. In Maths we did lovely work, counting and 
playing with   different shapes. We joined in a lot of different  
activities such as Sport activities, music sessions, healthy baking 
and learned all about being fit and healthy.  Everyone has worked beautifully and we learned 
a lot of new things.  

It has been an extremely busy year for Moon class with lots of positive things happening and 
it is difficult to identify the highlights because there are so many. It’s amazing how much has 
been achieved by children in one year. It is with great pride that I look back at so many 
achievements. 

Moon class would like to thank all parents and families for their support this year. We hope 
you have a restful summer and we look forward to welcoming all children back to school in  
September. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! What a fantastic end to the school 
year for class Venus. In numeracy we've 
been exploring capacity, mass and         
temperature. In Literacy we've  learnt about 
Mini-Beasts and read some Traditional      
Tales . 

Then all our students who have worked so 
hard this year, have, I'm very pleased to    
announce, been awarded their Equals    
Moving on Adventurer certificates. 

Mercury class have enjoyed looking for minibeasts in our forest school 
area where the pupils looked at the differences between them and 
where they live.  In their forest school sessions they have been making 

minibeasts using paper mache and 
painting them outside, they all had 
lot of fun.  In maths we have been 
working on time, volume and weight, 
we have been baking using different 
ways of measuring from using scales 
to using a jug.    

Jupiter class have had a super summer term. We have been learning all about mini beasts and 
habitats in our new forestry school outdoor learning environment and also how to plant and 
care for trees and  shrubs. As part of the world cup celebrations we have been finding out about 
different countries in particular Spain. We have been sampling some Spanish food and        
practising our flamenco dancing.  Jupiter class hopes that everyone has a fabulous summer    
holiday.       

 
 

 

 

 

Saturn Class have had an amazing year! We started the year off with a bang by going into 
Space to find Saturn, and looked at the earth and made some amazing shadows.   

We came back to Earth and did lots of exciting work about safety in the community and how to 
cross a road safely - using a Pelican Crossing. We also found out what to do in the event of a 
fire in the house. 

Some of us visited the fire station in Woodlands and used the hose and even sat in the fire    
engine!  

Some of our mum's and grandmas came in to work with us too! 

We all visited the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and saw some amazing art - including a huge rabbit! 

 

 
Forest School is a chance for students to learn, develop and succeed within a woodland         
environment. This unique experience will help to build each learner’s confidence and              
self-esteem through practical activities, whilst also allowing them to connect with the natural 
world. For young people, both with and without Special Educational Needs, the skills developed 
in Forest School can provide the foundation for a happy, independent and worthwhile future.   

The 6th Form students helped to construct the actual fire pit area and the surrounding         
windbreaks to form our new outdoor classroom.  This involved digging the holes for the fence 
posts to the correct depth, ensuring the posts were aligned correctly and laying the post       
cement to secure them in place.  We also rehomed a Japanese Elder tree that a friend of the 
school needed to get rid of with 6th formers wheeling it on a trolley from his house to replant 
in school 


