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Wednesday 1 April 2020 
Dear families, 

Academisation of North Ridge Community School 

I am delighted to be writing to you now as the responsible Chief Executive Officer for 

North Ridge Community School, which completed the process to become an academy 

today, Wednesday 1st April 2020. As many of you already know, North Ridge and Nexus 

MAT have been working closely together for the past several months whilst the 

academy conversion process has been completed and it is a privilege to finally count 

the school amongst our family of academies. We started talking about academisation 

back in spring 2019, so we’re all sure this is a well thought-out and positive move for 

the school and the Trust. 

Whilst 1st April marks a change in the legal designation of North Ridge, there will be no 

dramatic shift or change to the way in which the school is run. We have used the past 

few months to align our working practices, and one of the central beliefs of the Trust is 

that our academies each have their own unique approach and character which has been 

shaped over time to best meet the needs of the communities we serve. This is a real 

strength of North Ridge, and it would be a weakness to change that. 

Lisa Suter will continue to lead the school as Executive Headteacher and should be the 

point of contact for families, should you have any positives to share or any issues or 

concerns you wish to discuss. Lisa has led the school through a significant period of 

improvement over the past 18 months and will continue to do this moving forward. 

We’re very lucky to have her permanently in post. 

As many of you know, the local authority put an Interim Executive Board in place 18 

months ago, to replace the Board of Governors. The membership of this board has 

recently been refreshed, and it has been re-designated as a “Transition Board” whilst 

we finalise the post-academisation process and complete this academic year. The 

Transition Board will continue to exercise the responsibilities of local governance for 

North Ridge, with delegated powers and authority from the Nexus MAT Board of 
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Directors. However, over the summer term we intend to recruit members for a Local 

Governing Body, so that we can return to normal governance arrangements from 

September 2020. Staff and parent governors will be appointed, which will be a welcome 

return to governance “business as usual”.  

A key relationship for North Ridge and Nexus MAT will be our continued close working 

with Doncaster Council, especially given our desire to work across the borough to 

ensure our children make the most successful transition possible when they leave our 

academies. This is a commitment shared by the Council and we have exciting plans for 

taking this partnership forward in future. 

Thank you for your continued support of North Ridge Community School and the 

amazing team we employ. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Warren Carratt 

Chief Executive Officer 

Nexus MAT 
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