
     
 

A message from our Head of School 

I can hardly believe we are at the end of another term.    
It has been a pleasure to read this half terms newsletter 
and I'm sure you will agree the new thematic approach to 
teaching and learning has been a real positive for all of our 
pupils. The engagement and enjoyment has been evident 
around school on a daily basis.  

The gradual return of all pupils has proven positive and this 
is a credit to you all as carers and parents and the hard 
work you have continued to do whilst some children have 
been at home. This has been a time like no other and I'm 
sure you are all ready for the Easter holidays.  

I can't quite go without mentioning the pandemic so      
apologies in advance. This may be of interest to some    
qualifying families. If you or your child has been asked to 
self-isolate through test and trace, there is a support   
payment scheme available,  you may be able get a payment 
of £500. Please see the link below for more details. 

Claiming financial support under the Test and Trace Support Pay-
ment scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

The staff team at North Ridge have worked hard to ensure 
all pupils have the same curriculum offer they are            
accustomed to, so I am sure pupils will need a well-earned 
rest. However, if you are thinking of things to do over the 
Easter Holidays, please see the Richmond House         
Newsletter on the parent section of our website.   

Please note the school day will be extended to 3.15pm as 
from 12th April, therefore children will arrive home 15 
minutes later if they are transported to and from school by 
DMBC transport. 

Have a restful break and I look forward to welcoming pupils 
back for an exciting and fun summer term. 

 

Anita 

     

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well where did that half term go?  We saw the long awaited 8th March – a 
significant day for many.  I bet there were a lot of smiling parents that 
morning; who were no longer expected to be home-teachers.  Though I 
know this was also faced with apprehension for some.  We certainly en-
joyed welcoming more of our children and young people back to school; and 
it feels as if things are slowly returning to ‘normal’.    

 

Many of you use the endearing term, ‘family’ when talking about North 
Ridge and its community.  However, Monday was a welcome reminder that 
we are also part of a wider family, that of Nexus Multi Academy 
Trust.  Warren, Nexus’s CEO, attended North Ridge’s (online) whole school 
staff briefing to speak with staff.   

 

Warren commended staff for their hard work and dedication throughout 
the pandemic; and I know this was appreciated by all.  Such sentiments 
were also echoed back to the trust in acknowledgment of the unwavering 
support they have given to North Ridge during the most unprecedented 
times.   

I would also like to echo Warren’s sentiments and also thank Anita and the 
staff team for their continuous hard work and commitment – thank you all 
so much!   

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Mr Jim Phillips, as 
the parent representative, for North Ridge’s local governing body – wel-
come! 

I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Easter. 

Kindest regards. 
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Hedgehog Class 

This half term we kick started our new topic: 
‘Superheroes Rule!’ 

We have been learning and doing all things Super!  
We have been reading ‘Supertato’ and we have been  

making masks and shields using different shapes. 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday 4th March it was World Book Day! 
We had so much fun reading lots of stories, dressing up 

as our class theme “Old Macdonald had a Farm”. 

 
 
 

     

Oak Class 

Oak Class have had a lovely end to the spring term,        
welcoming back most of our students into class.  We were 
very grateful to have a visit from VIY to deliver a project 
day. Volunteer It Yourself combines DIY and volunteering 

by delivering ‘early intervention’ construction sector       
employability skills and careers training in schools. The one 
day project focused on the trade of carpentry. It allowed 

the students to undertake building something and         
completing it in one day. We enjoyed designing and building 
various items for our outside area including a bench, table 

and planter. Our Acorn Cafe is going from strength to 
strength; students have started of thinking of new items 

we can make and sell, including a special breakfast 
wrap. We can't wait until we are able to serve our delicious 

treats to customers in the community again. 



     

 

Maple Class 

The warmer weather is nearly here. 
So the students in Maple and Oak 

classes have been working really hard 
to prepare our outside learning area; 
getting it ready to be used by every-
one in school. They have been making 
it safe, clearing rubbish, weeding and 
digging. Everyone has been busy and 

they have added exciting new sensory 
paths for all to visit. 

     

 

Fox Class 

Fox Class have really enjoyed reading ‘Supertato’       
together, joining in with the story and choosing to look 
through the book independently. We have been looking 

at our senses and singing a new song about them, joining 
in with all the actions. In Science we have been feeling 
objects and tasting different healthy foods. We have 

also been looking at what symmetry means and here are 
some photos. The pupils painted one side then folded 
the paper in half to create a pattern on the opposite 

side, showing how symmetry works. 

We have  also been playing games, working on taking turns 
and sharing whilst learning to be part of a team. What has 
been most impressive though is all the talking that is going 
on in our class; it’s amazing and very exciting! 



     

 

 Rabbit Class 

This half term the staff of Rabbit Class have had the 
pleasure of welcoming all our pupils back to school.    

 Our topic has been Superhero’s which we have        
certainly all enjoyed. We have concentrated on a book 

called ‘Supertato’ which the pupils have enjoyed           
listening to. We have had great fun making models of 

the characters from the book; the ‘Evil Pea’ being   
everyone’s favourite!                                                   

All our young people have also done some fantastic 
work in PE and outdoor learning, where we have been 
looking at our different senses.  We have been busy 
working hard on our phonics, literacy and numeracy 
skills as well as working on our independence too. 

     

 

Deer Class 

Many of our pupils had been joining in  with remote learning 
so it has been a great pleasure to see familiar faces return 
to the classroom. Everyone has got back into routines and 

learning activities surprisingly quickly. We’ve tried some new        
computer activities such as Paint 2D. We have been outside 

on our Forest School site learning about our environment and 
patterns in nature, making rainbows and creating some   

amazing printing. Students have looked at symmetry and    
position, including under, over, in, on and around. Our Super-

hero Mums and Dads look really good on our Superhero     
display. The new sensory physio swing has been a great     



     

Otter Class 

It has been over a year since the first lockdown and it 
has been great to see some familiar faces returning to 
the classroom. The whole class have done some amazing 
work focusing on 'real life Superheroes' in their English 
and topic work. We have looked at the impact our        
emergency services and other Covid heroes,  including 
Captain Sir Tom Moore, have had over the past 12 
months. The group  are really coming along with their    
independence skills and it is clear that some of them have 
been practising at home too! Have a fantastic Easter and 
see you all for the first week of summer! 

     

This half term we have really enjoyed our 
‘Superheroes Rule’ topic. We have been super busy in 
the cookery room where we have made our very own 
healthy Superhero smoothies to help us grow big and 

strong. We have also helped ‘Supertato‘ catch ‘Evil Pea’ 
by making bowls of jelly. We have also been super   

creative by painting symmetrical patterns as well as 
designing a Superhero cape. We used different shapes 
to create repeating patterns. The best day was when 
we dressed up as a Superhero and soaked our teacher 

to raise money for Comic Relief! 

We are all very excited for our friends to return after 
the break. Have a fantastic Easter! 

Mole Class 



     

 

Caterpillar Class 

Our theme over the past five weeks has been                
‘Superheroes’. Our chosen Superhero has been ‘Traction 
Man’; and of course the story has been brought to life 
with a range of sensory props. It has been  intriguing,   

exciting, fun, noisy and messy!  
We have developed our number skills by using some great 
new resources. The students have definitely developed in 
their ability to work coactively on learning tasks with the 

staff team. 
Communication skills have been improved not only through 
use of symbols to choose at ‘Snack-Time’ but also in our 

end of day ‘Wellbeing’ hand and foot massage session. We 
have also benefitted from some great advice and support 
from Liz, our visiting Sensory Occupational Therapist.  

     

 

Badger Class 

The half term has been eventful, students have been       
improving their independence and confidence in the kitchen, 
using a microwave, toaster and a tin opener to make beans 
on toast for themselves. We've had online lessons with 
Drax, learning about the water cycle and built our own rain 
catchers. DARTS have made a welcome return too, some 
Badgers have begun creating their own Superhero theme 
tune. On 'World Book Day' the Badgers enjoyed throwing 
wet sponges at staff to raise funds for Comic Relief. We 
focussed on 'real life' Superheroes, which included all the 
key workers that have helped us through the pandemic. We 
have learnt the basics of First Aid, looking at how to put 
someone into the recovery position. As the sun started to 
shine we spent time in the Forest School, making music with 
samba drums, applying simple rhythms over beats, improving 
our listening and teamwork skills. 



     

Squirrel Class 

Everyone in Squirrel 
Class is very happy to 
be back in school. This 

term we have been 
learning about ‘Real 
Life Superheroes’.    

We have learnt about 
Marcus Rashford,     

famous as a footballer 
and for his School 
Meals Campaign.       

We learnt about Steve 
Backshall, naturalist, explorer, writer and TV presenter 

and Malala Yousafzai; the youngest person to receive the 
‘Nobel Peace Prize’. Squirrel Class have loved PE lessons, 

we have played parachute games, cat and mouse and      
developed our ball skills. We had great fun dressing up 

for World Book Day. Finally, we loved doing the ‘Rasputin 
Dance Challenge’ – check out our  video on the NRCS   

website, Squirrel Class.  

     

 

 

 

This half term our topic has also been ‘Superheroes’ 
whilst continuing with our Maths, English and Phonics, 
making amazing progress. In PE we have focussed on 
team games and taking turns. In Art we have been  

trying to use repeating patterns. Our cooking lessons 
have been really interesting, experimenting with new 

foods and working on perfecting our cutting skills. We 
have really enjoyed trying different instruments in 
music and playing along to our favourite songs. We 

have loved using all our different sensory equipment 
and time outside to help us to be ready to learn!   

Happy Easter! 

Frog Class 



     

 

Beavers Class 

Beaver Class have been extremely busy over the 
past five weeks. We have all been ‘Superheroes’ on 

the hunt for ‘Evil Pea!’ Have you seen him? 

We have been busy following instructions and making 
special things for special people at home for     

Mother’s Day.  

We have also made Super Smoothies after choosing 
fruit to put in them and then Super Soup to give us 

super strength. We loved it! 

We have also worked in teams during PE and been 
practicing taking turns in different games! 

     

 

Owl Class 

This half term Owl Class have been having fun looking 
and learning about different vegetables.  The pupils had 
to guess the vegetable from feeling it but not seeing it, 

they also had to describe each one using words like 
bumpy, smooth, rough, long, short, etc.  

They have been learning about team building in PE,     
taking part in team games with Beaver Class whilst    

learning how to work together as a group. 

The pupils have loved their time in the Forest School,   
looking for the signs of spring. They have been learning 

how trees and plants change with the seasons. 

 


